
 

Early Literacy Matters!  

Facts… 

 
42% of Canadians 16 to 65 years of age do not have 

the minimum literacy skills for coping with everyday 

life and work in a knowledge-based economy and 

society. National Centre for Education Statistics  

 
 

In 2013 Canada has dropped out of the top 10 in 

international math education standings.  Canada placed 

13th overall in mathematics. The Organization for Economic 

Co-operation and Development.  

 

Most children who have not mastered reading by the 

end of grade 3 will never catch up. (American Academy of 

Pediatrics, Literacy Promotion). 

What research tells us… 

 
“Early language and literacy (reading and writing) 

development begins in the first three years of life 

and is closely linked to a child's earliest experiences 

with books and stories.” (www.zerotothree.org/

BrainWonders ) 

 

“Talking to children matters. Early language       

experience strengthens processing and builds      

vocabulary”. Psychological Science, Weisleder, A. 

& Fernald, A. (2013).  

 

Fletcher, Perez, Hooper & Claussen (2005) found 

that children who engage in longer periods of joint 

attention at age 18 months had larger expressive 

vocabularies at 23 months (as cited in Dickinson et 

al, 2012). 

 

“Interventions aimed at increasing parents’ verbal 

engagement with their infants have the potential to 

change the course of vocabulary growth and, in 

turn, to improve later outcomes for disadvantaged 

children” (Weisleder & Fernald 2013).  

 

Infants’ speed and accuracy in recognizing a picture 

of a familiar object when it is named predicts early 

vocabulary and later language and cognitive skills 

(Weisleder & Fernald, 2013). 

 

Researchers have found links between parents’   

responsiveness and children’s cognitive             

competence, achievement of developmental mile-

stones, school readiness, vocabulary, and math abil-

ities (Dickinson et al, 2012). 

What we can do…. 
 Boost our collection of books for babies and toddlers 

and make it attractive for parents and children. 

 

 Provide handouts to take home  that help families learn 

and practice positive ways to talk with their children. 

 

 Encourage parents to share books with their children 

and talk with parents about why this shared attention is        

important. 

 

 Encourage  parents and children to participate in your    

story time/circle time. 

 

 Use dialogic reading – this technique is particularly       

effective with infants, toddlers, and young  children. 

 

 Show parents effective ways to share books with their  

children by modeling and demonstrating. 


