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Talk To Me! 
The Communication, Language and Literacy domain in 
the ELECT document (page 49) mentions  the skill 3.5 
Using Descriptive Language to Explain, Explore and 
Extend for preschool kindergarten children, and two of 
the indicators are: 
• using new vocabulary and grammatical construc-
tions in their descriptive language 
• spontaneously using the language of mathematics, 
inquiry and reasoning as they play 
 
This  book uses a very rich vocabulary which will 
help the usage of new words and the language of 
mathematics such as small, smaller, smallest, 
big, bigger, biggest, long, longer, longest, and 
short, shorter, shortest.  
 

Branching  Out -  

activities to make books come alive 

Let’s Compare! 
With the children and parents, look at things in the room or 

outside, for example, pets, furniture, plates, flowers and toys. 

Discuss and compare their size relationships. "Who is bigger?" 

"Which is smallest?" Extend the concept by asking such 

questions as "Which is darker?" "Which is lightest?" 

Have children make 
comparisons between the 
objects using the vocabulary 
from the book. For example, 
"Which leaf is bigger?" "Which 
stick is the shortest?" etc. 

Explore 

with Me! 

Let the  children ex-
plore and experiment 

with microscopes and 
magnifying lenses and 
see how size changes 

using these tools.  
 

NEXT STEPS…  
 Inch by Inch by Leo Leonni 
 The Grouchy Ladybug by Eric Carle 

Sing and Rhyme 

With Me! 
The Little Cricket 

(Point to one finger at a time.) 
The first little cricket played a violin. 

The second little cricket joined right in. 
The third little cricket made a crackly song. 
The fourth little cricket helped him along. 

The fifth little cricket cried, "Crick-crick-cree. 
The orchestra is over and it's time for tea. 
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Measure with Me! 
Comparing sizes is a simple form of classification and is 

necessary for the development of measurement skills.  

Invite the children to use a variety of nonstandard (such 

as blocks, markers, etc.) and standard tools (such as 

ruler, measuring tape, etc.)  to measure. Help them use 

appropriate language to describe 

size, length. (e.g. My tower is 5 

markers high, my picture is 10 

centimetres long). 

ELECT 
Remember… 

”The Continuum of Development is a 

tool that can help early childhood prac-

titioners and families exchange infor-

mation about children’s growing skills 

(page 22)”. So here are some skills 

that could be worked on while doing 

these learning opportunities:: 

Toddlers 3.2 Expressive Lan-

guage and Vocabulary 

Toddlers 4.9 Sorting 
Preschool 3.3 Vocabulary 

Preschool 4.9 Reasoning Logical-

ly and Exploring Transformations 

and Hypothesizing 

Nature Walk 
Go for a walk together in a nearby park and bring along a bucket and a tape 

measure or ruler. Collect, measure and compare rocks, sticks, and/or plants.  

“Which is taller?” “Which stick is larger?” “Which as the smallest rock?” 
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