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Early Literacy Matters! 

Celebrating Diversity 

Toronto—what a wonderfully diverse population we have here! 
We enjoy such a tremendous richness of culture, art, literature, 
customs and celebrations in this city. 
 
Look around at the children who come to your centre - they are 
full of curiosity and playfulness. They are gaining their sense of 
confidence and self-esteem. 
 
Now ask yourselves if the children’s books, toys, dolls, and the 
artwork/posters in your centre reflect the diversity you see in  
the children and families who attend your programs.  

Children’s Books 

We must provide books that are inclusive, that 
have pictures of children and families who look 
like our children and families!  

Are you having trouble finding books that are 
printed in the languages of the families who   
attend your  centre? Ask families if they are able 
to donate one or two books printed in their 
home languages.  

The Toronto Public Library has a rich collection 
of  stories from Africa, South America, Asia,   
Europe and  the first nations of North America.   
 
The library also has books in many of the              
languages spoken in Toronto.  
 
Go to the Macaulay website for links to LGBT, 
Asian, and Black book lists:  
 
http://macaulaycentre.org/programs/early-
literacy/for-parents/ 
 

What is Inclusion?  

How do we include people in meaningful 
ways?   

Think about how you interact with families 
who come through the door. 

Do we take the time to get to know every-
one’s names? Are we open to their stories? 
Do staff discuss with one another the       
issues and stresses of newcomers and       
refugees?  

Can we make sure that everyone knows 
that our centres are places they can trust 
and feel welcomed? 

 
What is 

Diversity ? 
       ...a partial list 
 
 Culture 
 Language 
 Food 
 Beliefs 
 Family Structure 
 Ability 
 Financial situation 
 Sexual Orientation 
 Age 
 Education 
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Further Ideas to Celebrate  
Diversity at your Centre 

Do You…  Yes,  
we do 

this 

We need 
to do   
more   

Have “Welcome” signs in the          
languages of your Participants? 

    

Say hello, good-morning and/or   
goodbye in the languages of          
your  participants? 

    

Play music from various cultures and 
highlight  music from the cultural 
backgrounds of program participants? 
 

    

Have diverse dolls and other  
materials, (skin-tone, clothing)? 

    

Take the time to learn about the     
holidays, celebrations and religious 
days of other cultures so that you can 
reflect these in your program? 
 
Eg: Divali, Hanukkah, Eid al-Fitr, 
Christmas, Asian New Year, etc. 
 

    

Display books, pictures or other      
images of  same-sex parents and    
diverse families including single     
parents and grandparents? 
 

    

Have images and materials that      
celebrate Canada’s rich First Nations 
communities? 

    

Have images, books and materials 
that represent people of different   
abilities? 

    

What is the 
first step to be 

doing this?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


