
By reading with a child, as opposed 
to reading to a child, we 
 

 

 

Did You Know ?  

 
Eric Hill’s Where’s Spot? was the 
first flap book!  Originally published 
in 1980,  it is now available in  
paperback and as a board book.   
 
Where’s Spot? has been  translated 
into 60 languages. Eric Hill can be 
seen reading this book on youtube:  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=jD7hvWtb4ns  

Branching  Out -  

making children’s books come alive 

Let’s Explore Together ! 

Where’s Spot?  is a classic lift-the-flap book that is a 
perfect choice for sharing with young children.  The 
simple hide-and-seek motif especially engages  
children aged 8 months to three years.  
 
Encourage children to turn the pages and lift the 
flaps.  Progress through the book at the child’s pace. 
When reading this book with a small group of  
children, encourage everyone to handle the book with 
you.  Promote turn-taking by giving each child the 
chance to open the flaps. You are all participating in 
this adventure together!  Watch how their turn taking 
skills improve from the opening of the first door to the 
discovery of Spot in the basket!    

Let’s Talk ! 

 
Pausing at the right place and time can encourage  
children to provide the words.  When the book asks “who 
is behind the door”,  let the child open the flap and wait 
to see if they will give you the answer.   
 
Ask open ended questions: “ I wonder where Spot is 
hiding?” or “Where do you think Sally will look next?”  
 
As you discover the animals, you can encourage the  
non-verbal child by making the animal noises.  

Let’s Read ! 
Use an expressive voice to engage your 
audience. Ask “Where is Spot?" with plenty 
of curiosity.   Say “Let’s turn the page” and 
"Look under the flap".  Repeat these 
phrases often enough for the child to 
understand the meaning.    
 
 
The text in this book is large and the words 
are repeated often.  After every question, 
the hidden animal replies “No.”   Preschool 
children are more aware of print in a speech 
bubble.  Point to the speech bubble and 
remark that “N, O spells NO”.  


