
 

 

Dialogic Reading Facts…  
 

 What is it? .... Dialogic Reading is a way of  
having a conversation with a child while looking 
at a book together. During the early stages the 
adult and child take turns talking. Later on, the 
adult helps the child become the storyteller. 

 
 Why use it? .... Children who have been read 

to dialogically are substantially ahead of 
children who have been read to traditionally on 
tests of language development.   

      (Whitehurst, et al., 1994). 

Dialogic Reading 

Tips   

During shared story time, adults 

encourage children to: 
 Make comments 

 Ask questions 

 Elaborate on the story 

 Make predictions 

 Retell the story 

  

From: Evidence-Based Approaches to Shared 

Storybook Reading (Hegde & Maul, 2006).  

Turn the page for an example of  dialogic reading in action... 

This resource brought to you by Cathy Webb, Early Literacy Specialist.  Stay tuned  

for more Early Literacy Resources, including a new Branching Out coming soon! 
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What research tells 

us… 

 

“Research shows the development of 

early literacy skills through early  

experiences with books and stories is 

critically linked to a child’s success in 

learning to read.”  

(What Children Learn from Learning to 

Read Books, W.H. Teale, 1986). 
 

“Children with larger vocabularies have 

higher school achievment”   

(Duke, N. & A. Moses, 2003). 

 

“Growth in  vocabulary in children un-

der two years of age is linked to the  

extent that their parents talk with 

them.” (Ramey, C., 1999). 



 

What we can do…. 
 

 Boost our collection of books for babies and toddlers and 

make it attractive for parents and children. 
 

 Encourage parents to share books with their children using 

some of these tips.  
 

 Show parents effective ways to share books with their  chil-

dren by modeling and demonstrating.  
 

 Remind families to use their first language! 

 
Here are some other resources you can look at: 
 

http://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/kidsspace/earlyreading.html  
 

https://raisingareaderma.org/program/dialogic-reading 

Here is an example of how a conversation might flow as you and  a child 

look at this book together  and talk about the  different animals you see: 
 

Adult: “I see a red bird here!” (point to picture) 

Child: “Bird!” 

Adult: “Do you remember the bird we saw outside? It was blue.” 

Child: “Blue bird!” 

Adult: “Let’s see what other animals are in this book.  Turn the page...” 

Adult: “Now we see a cat. Aunt Zina has a cat but it’s not purple! Can 

you remember what colour her cat is?” 

Child:  “Orange!” 

Adult: “Yes, it’s orange with white stripes. Can you think of  

another animal that has stripes?”  

Continue in this manner with other animals in the book.  Focus on taking turns, 

the way a conversation happens. Remember to pause and wait for children to add their 

comments. Children need more time to process their thoughts and figure out what they 

want to say—sometimes we don’t wait long enough! 
 

Also try to make connections to something in the child’s life. This will make the topic 

more meaningful and deepen the learning connections taking place in the child’s brain.   

Let children go back to a favourite page if they wish. With this style of reading it is okay 

if you do not get to the end of the book or finish the story.  Remember to keep it fun! 

http://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/kidsspace/earlyreading.html
https://raisingareaderma.org/program/dialogic-reading/

