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WOW—Look at This Book !!! 

Ideas on Displaying Your Books to 

Promote More Reading at Your Centre 

Make the Most of Your Collection 

 
Hopefully you already have a  book corner, or “book nook”.  
 
Ideally, your space is comfortable and clutter free. 
There should be plenty of comfortable space for both children 
and adults. Rugs, cushions and natural lighting make a book 
area more enticing. 
 
On the back of this page, you will find a checklist to review the 
books you have on display in your book area. 

NEXT 

STEPS…… 

 
Put your book collection on the agenda for a team 
meeting. Put aside an hour to review the books.  

Each team member can take turns to add books to 
the “keep pile”. Once you have separated your best 
books, take a critical look at the other half.  

If they are good quality but  intended for older     
children, donate them to an appropriate school age 
program. If they are ripped or missing pages, it  is 
time to recycle.  

Are there books that children never look at because 
they are dull? Permit yourselves to throw them out! 
We won’t promote reading with old, boring books.  

DIVERSITY 

Make sure your selection of books is diverse. 
Do children at your centre see themselves 
reflected in the materials? Can they imagine 
being the main character in the story?  We 
must provide relevant,  contemporary books 
with pictures of children who look like our 
children do.  

Can you find books that are printed in the lan-
guages of the families who attend your cen-
tre? Ask the families to donate one or two 
books in their home languages. It takes com-
mitment to acquire a truly diverse set of 
books, but this is our responsibility.            
The outcome is well worth it. 

LESS IS 

MORE !  

 
Make sure that your book 
shelves are not crowded. 
Children need to see the 
front covers. You should also 
regularly alternate the books 
on display.  
 
Consider displaying fewer 
books, and alternating them 
more often. 
 
Can this be a role for one 
keen staff member? . 

Books All Around !! 

 

It is also important to have books displayed and 
available outside of the book area.  

For example, place science books in the        
science area, some board books in the baby 
area, and train books by the train set. 



Children’s Books at Your Early Years Program 

A Checklist  

Books Available to Children Yes, we have 
these 

We need  
more  of these 

Board books 
  

    

Cloth books 
  

    

Developmentally Appropriate books for babies 
(high contrast, faces, everyday objects, pets) 
  

    

Books with textures 
  

    

Books that produce sounds 
  

    

Home Made books (child made too) 
  

    

Rhyme Books (including nursery rhymes) 

  
    

Non-fiction ( eg: animals, vehicles, nature, people, 
cooking/food, celebrations, professions) 

    

Science 
 (eg: insects, animals, space, plants growing) 

    

Math 

 (eg: shapes, counting, patterns)  
    

Repetitive / Predictable text 
  

    

Diversity 

 (eg: inclusion by ability, race, gender, culture) 

    

Strong role models both male and female 
  

    

Children’s magazines 
(eg: Chirp, Chickadee, National Geographic for 
Kids)  

    

Big Books 
  

    

Small Books 
  

    


