
Play With Me! 
While walking through the jungle, the little chimp passes creatures 
enjoying a cuddle together: elephants, chameleons, and lions, but 
Bobo is alone. Will he find the hug he needs? 

Use a variety of animals to act out or retell the 
story with children. Encourage children to discuss 
what the animals are doing or how are they    
feeling. This is a good activity using props such as 
toy animals, puppets or laminated pictures of the    
animals. 

Branching  Out -  

activities to make books come alive 

Talk With Me! 
Start a  conversation about different jungle 
animals or the names of mommy and baby animals, depending on 
the children’s age. For babies and toddlers, simply naming the 
animals or giving their sounds would already be a good conversation.  
You can also discuss what makes them feel happy and what makes 
them feel sad. Ask what makes them feel better when they are 
feeling sad or angry. For example, ask “when do you like a hug?” 
“When would you give someone a hug?” “Regular opportunities for all 
children to tell and hear family stories can help them understand how 
they and their families are both alike and different.” (Early Learning 
Framework p. 46) 
“Sharing in the toddler’s emotional experience reinforces and 
elaborates the child’s emotions and motivation. (Early Learning 
Framework p.  36) 

Tell Me! 
Wordless picture books like hug 
are told entirely through their   
illustrations — they are books  
without words, or sometimes just 
a few words. It is up to us to   
supply the words to tell the story. 

Spend some time telling the story, 
especially describing the emotions 
that the different animals have in  
the book. “Mother Elephant picked 
up the little monkey; she wants to 
help him”,  “Is he looking for his 
mother?” look at the mother lion 
hugging her babies; are they   
happy? 

Sharing wordless books with a 
child provides an opportunity for 
literacy-rich conversations and  
develops   
narrative 
skills. 

Other Books!!! 
  

 

Explore with Me! 
 
Explore with children and ask them “What can you do with 
your arms?”  Talk and show few things that children can do 
with their arms. “dressing, eating, painting, drawing, reach 
objects, etc.” 
Provide paper and chalk or pastels, 
balls, etc. to allow children to 
explore some of the things they 
could do with their arms.  


