
What a 

Wonderful 

World 
Written by George David 

Weiss and Bob Thiele 

Illustrated by Ashley Bryan 

Dance With Me! 
Traditionally sung slowly, dance and movement can 
still be  
easily added to 
What a  

Wonderful World.  Invite  
children to help create hand  
movements for each line.  
Or, improvise slow dance,  
exploring movement from 
a lying down position.  

 
 

 

 

Celebrate Black History 

Month! 

Bring the song, What a Wonderful World, alive 

through the magical illustrations of Ashley Bryan. 

Made famous by jazz great Louis Armstrong, this 

song is a family favourite made even more compelling 

through Bryan’s intense colours and patterns. 

Featuring Louis Armstrong himself, along with  

children creating a puppet show, this book can be an 

excellent addition to circle times with families. 

(Simon and Schuster  ISBN-13: 9780689800870)     

Sing with Me! 
How Do We Learn to Sing 
What a Wonderful World? 

Not sure about the melody? 
Invite the families at your  

centre to sing along with you and 
Louis Armstrong as he performs 
What a Wonderful World:   
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=8y3_kH9nYcA&feature=related 

NEXT STEPS… Also illustrated by Ashley Bryan:  
Let It Shine!, can also be found in the Toronto Public Library. See a short, inspiring  
interview with Ashley Bryan talking about how his parents gave him access to music and 
art as a child. http://books.simonandschuster.com/Let-it-Shine/Ashley-Bryan/9780689847325 

Sing & Rhyme  

With Me!!!!    

He Had the Whole World  

In His Dream 

(sung to the tune of “He’s Got the 

Whole World In His Hands”) 
   

Dr. Martin Luther King had a dream 

Dr. Martin Luther King had a dream 

Dr. Martin Luther King had a dream 

He had the whole world in his dream. 

He had me and you, in his dream 

He had me and you, in his dream 

He had me and you, in his dream 

He had the whole world in his dream. 
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Looking for More Info? 

Click on www.redhotjazz.com/louie. 

html to read more about the life of 

Louis Armstrong. Click on www.yorku.ca/aconline 

for excellent info and links about 

African Canadian Culture, Heroes, 

and other great ideas. 


